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Inherent Limitations

This document has been prepared at the request of the Northern Star Resources Ltd (Northern Star Resources) in accordance with the
terms of KPMG'’s engagement contract with Northern Star Resources dated 18 September 2025. The services provided in connection with
this engagement comprise an advisory engagement which is not subject to assurance or other standards issued by the Australian Auditing
and Assurance Standards Board, and consequently, no opinions or conclusions intended to convey assurance have been expressed.

No warranty of completeness, accuracy or reliability is given in relation to the statements and representations made by, and the information
and documentation provided by, Northern Star Resources personnel consulted as part of the process. KPMG has indicated within this
report the sources of the information provided. We have not sought to independently verify those sources unless otherwise noted within
the report.

KPMG is under no obligation in any circumstance to update this report, in either oral or written form, for events occurring after the report
has been issued in final form.

Internal Control Structure

Due to the inherent limitations of any internal control structure, it is possible that fraud, error or non-compliance with laws and regulations
may occur and not be detected. Further, the internal control structure, within which the control procedures that have been subject to the
procedures we performed operate, has not been reviewed in its entirely and, therefore, no opinion or view is expressed as to its
effectiveness of the greater internal control structure. The procedures performed were not designed to detect all weaknesses in control
procedures as they are not performed continuously throughout the period and the tests performed on the control procedures are on sample
basis. Any projection of the evaluation of control procedures to future periods is subject to the risk that the procedures may become
inadequate because of changes in conditions, or that the degree of compliance with them may deteriorate.

Third Party Reliance
This report is solely for the purpose set out in the Overview of Scope Section and for Northern Star Resources’ information, and is not to
be used for any other purpose or distributed to any other party without KPMG's prior written consent.

This report has been prepared at the request of Northern Star Resources in accordance with the terms of KPMG's engagement letter dated
18 September 2025. Other than our responsibility to Northern Star Resources, neither KPMG nor any member or employee of KPMG
undertakes responsibility arising in any way from reliance placed by a third party on this report. Any reliance placed is that party’s sole
responsibility.
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EXBCULIVE summar

The Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Expansion Project by Northern Star Resources is a critical infrastructure
development aimed at supporting sustainable gold mining operations in the Eastern Goldfields region of
Western Australia. The project involves the construction of a new tailings storage facility cell and associated
infrastructure. Northern Star Resources holds an EPBC Approval relating to the expansion of the Tailings
Storage Facility (TSF) at Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4), issued on 22 November 2022 (EPBC
2021/9026).

In accordance with Conditions 28, 29, 30 and 31 of the EPBC Act Approval, Northern Star Resources is
required to engage an IA to undertake independent audits’ of compliance with the conditions of the EPBC
Act Approval. In accordance with the Guidelines, one of the key principles for the independent audit includes
that the nominated auditor and the audit criteria and methodology must be approved by the Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) before the audit starts.

The scope of the IA services was to assess activities associated with the expansion of the Tailings Storage
Facility (TSF) at Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) against the conditions of the EPBC Act Approval (EPBC
Approval 2021/9026) held by Northern Star Resources and provide an Independent Audit Report to the
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the Department).

The IA services were conducted in accordance with the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2019
(the Guidelines).

Based on the documentation assessed for the period 22 November 2022 — 22 November 2025 and the
stakeholder interview dated 27 October 2025, the following findings were identified: (47) Approval criteria
were found to be ‘Compliant’, (1) ‘Non-Compliant” and (14) ‘Non-Applicable’, resulting from the 33 conditions
within the Approval. The audit rating criteria adopted ('Compliant’, Non-Compliant’, ‘Non-Applicable’ and
‘Observations’) was derived from the Guidelines. The full compliance criteria and corresponding criteria
descriptions are provided in Appendix A.

A summary of the ‘Compliant” and ‘Non-Compliant’ findings for the corresponding EPBC Act Approval
Condition is provided in Table E.1. The detailed audit findings are contained in Appendix E.

Independent data quality validation was not part of the |A’s scope of work. Therefore, the |A has relied solely
on data and documentation provided by Northern Star Resources to assess the compliance status with
relevant conditions.

1 Any references to ‘audit’ in this report have not been used in the context of its respective meaning under assurance, audit and other
standards issued by the Australian Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. As such, no opinions or conclusions intended to convey
assurance or an audit opinion have been expressed in this report.

4

© 2025 KPMG, an Australian partnership and a member firm of the KPMG global organization of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a private
English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved. The KPMG name and logo are trademarks used under license by the independent member firms of the KPMG global
organization. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation.




Table E.1 - Summary of Compliance Outcome against each EPBC Act Approval Condition
EPBC

Act

Approval EPBC Act Approval Criteria Name Compliance Status

Criteria

Number
Part A — Conditions Specific to the Action
To minimise impacts to protected matters, the approval holder must not clear:
a. outside the development envelope.
1 b. outside of daylight hours. Compliant
C. any active mounds.
d. more than 152.6 ha of Malleefow! habitat.
The approval holder must not clear:
a. more than 52.5 ha foraging and cover habitat.
2 b. more than 100.1 ha critical Malleefow! habitat.
c. more than seven inactive mounds.
Prior to clearing, the approval holder must:
a. undertake at least one pre-clearance survey of the development envelope
within 10 business days prior to clearing, and
3 b. notify the Department in writing of the locations and numbers of each type of
nesting mounds (i.e., active mounds and inactive mounds) identified during each
pre-clearance survey.
Action Management Plan: Construction Environmental Management Plan
The approval holder must implement the approved Construction Environmental
1 Management Plan (Attachment E) from the date of this approval until the Compliant
completion of the Action.
Action Management Plan: Environmental Offsets
To compensate for residual significant impacts to Malleefowl, the approval holder

Compliant

Compliant

2 must: Compliant
2a control the EEL55 offset site within 6 months of the date of this approval decision = Compliant

legally secure the EEL55 offset site within 6 months of the date of Offset Compliant
2b Management Plan being accepted by the Department p

within 10 business days of legally securing the EEL55 offset site, provide the
Department with:

2 i. written evidence demonstrating that the EEL55 offset site has been legally Compliant
secured, and
ii. shapefiles and offset attributes of the EEL55 offset site
once the EELB5 offset site has been legally secured, report annually on the

2d presence of Malleefowl at the EEL55 offset site for the life of the approval, and
provide the Department with evidence demonstrating the presence of Malleefowl

2e at the EEL55 offset site within 5 years of this approval.

Action Management Plan: Offset Management Plan

To compensate for significant residual impacts to Malleefow! the approval holder
must submit, within 6 months of commencement of the Action, an Offset
Management Plan to the Department for the Minister's approval. The Offset

3 Management Plan must, to the satisfaction of the Minister, meet the
requirements specified in Attachment D. The approval holder must implement the
approved Offset Management Plan for the life of the approval.
If the approval holder does not submit the Offset Management Plan for approval
by the Minister within 6 months of commencement of the Action, the approval
holder must cease all clearing and construction immediately. If the Minister does
not approve the Offset Management Plan within 4 months of the date of which it

4 was submitted to the Department, the approval holder must cease all clearing and
construction immediately. The approval holder may only recommence clearing
and/or construction once the Offset Management Plan is approved in writing by
the Minister.
If the Offset Management Plan has not been approved by the Minister in writing
within 4 months of the date on which it was submitted to the Department, and
the Minister notifies the approval holder that the Offset Management Plan is not

5 suitable for approval, the Minister may, at least two months after so notifying the Not Applicable
approval holder, approve a version of the Offset Management Plan revised by the
Department. The approval holder must implement the approved Offset
Management Plan for the remainder of the life of the approval.
If the approval holder is unable to demonstrate the presence of Malleefowl! at the

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Not Applicable

6 EEL55 offset site within 7 years of this approval, the approval holder must:

submit an alternative offset site proposal, which meets the requirements of the Not Applicable
6a Environmental Offsets Policy, to the Department,

submit an Offset Management Plan for the alternative offset site in accordance Not Applicable
6b with the requirement specified in Attachment D. PP
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EPBC
Act

Approval EPBC Act Approval Criteria Name Compliance Status
Criteria

Number
not recommence undertaking the Action unless the Offset Management Plan for Not Applicable
6c the alternative offset site is approved in writing by the Minister,
once the EEL55 offset site has been legally secured, report annually on the Not Applicable
6d presence of Malleefowl at the EEL55 offset site for the life of the approval, and PP

within 6 months of the Offset Management Plan for the alternative offset site
being approved by the Minister, provide the Department with:
6e i. written evidence to the demonstrating that the alternative offset site has been Not Applicable
legally secured, and
ii. shapefiles and offset attributes of the alternative offset site.
Action Management Plans - Revised Action Management Plans
If the approval holder wishes to carry out any activity otherwise than in
accordance with the Action management plans referred to in these conditions, the
approval holder must submit to the Department for the Minister's written approval
7 a revised version of that plan. The approval holder must not commence the varied = Non-compliant
activity until the Minister has approved the revised plan in writing. If the Minister
approves such a revised plan, that version of the plan must be implemented in
place of the version previously approved.
If the Minister believes that it is necessary or convenient for the better protection
of Malleefowl to do so, the Minister may request that the approval holder make
specified revisions to a plan referred to in these conditions and submit the revised
plan for the Minister's written approval. The approval holder must comply with any
8 such request. The approval holder must implement the revised plan approved by
the Minister. Unless the Minister has approved the revised plan then the approval
holder must continue to implement the plan originally approved, as specified in the
conditions.
The approval holder must submit all plans required by these conditions
9 electronically to the Department.
Submission and Publication of Plans
Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the approval holder must
10 publish each plan on the website within 15 business days of the date:
of this approval, if the version of the plan to be implemented is specified in these
10a conditions; or
b. the plan is approved by the Minister in writing, if the plan requires the approval
10b of the Minister; or
c. the plan is submitted to the Department in accordance with a requirement of
10c these conditions, if the plan does not require the approval of the Minister
The approval holder must keep all published plans required by these conditions on
1 the website until the expiry date of this approval.
The approval holder is required to exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from
12 plans published on the website or otherwise provided to a member of the public.

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant
Compliant
Compliant
Compliant
Compliant
Compliant

If sensitive ecological data is excluded or redacted from a plan in accordance with
condition 12, the approval holder must notify the Department in writing what Not Applicable
exclusions and redactions have been made in the version published on the
website.
Notification of Date of Commencement of the Action
The approval holder must notify the Department electronically of the date of
14 commencement of the Action, within 5 business days of commencement of the Compliant
Action.
If the commencement of the Action does not occur within 5 years from the date
15 of this approval, then the approval holder must not commence the Action without Not Applicable
the prior written agreement of the Minister.

Compliance Records

13

The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance records, in Compliant

16 sufficient detail, to allow for the Department to monitor its effectiveness.

If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must provide
17 electronic copies of compliance records to the Department within the timeframe
specified in the request.

Not Applicable

The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data (including sensitive
ecological data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata required under the

18 conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance with the Department's
Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data (2018), or any subsequent
official version or as otherwise specified by the Minister in writing.

Compliant
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EPBC
Act

Approval EPBC Act Approval Criteria Name Compliance Status
Criteria
Number

The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data (including sensitive
ecological data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata required under the
19 conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance with the Department's
Guide to providing maps and boundary data for EPBC Act projects (2021), or any
subsequent official version or as otherwise specified by the Minister in writing.

Compliant

The approval holder must submit all monitoring data (including sensitive ecological

data), surveys, maps, other spatial and metadata and all species occurrence record | Compliant
data (sightings and evidence of presence) electronically to the Department within

12 months of the approval.

Annual Compliance Reporting

20

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month period

21 following the date of this approval, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Compliant
Minister.

22 Each compliance report must be consistent with the department's Annual Compliant
Compliance Report Guidelines (2014), or any subsequent official version.

23 Each compliance report must include: Compliant

23a Accurate and complete details of compliance and any non-compliance with the Compliant

conditions and the plans, and any incidents.

One or more shape file showing all clearing of any protected matters, and/ or their .
23b habitat, undertaken within the 12-month period at the end of which that Compliant
compliance report is prepared.

23¢ A schedule of all plans in existence in relation to these conditions and accurate Compliant
and complete details of how each plan is being implemented.

24 The approval holder must:

24a Publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following Compliant
the end of the 12-month period for which that compliance report is required.

24b Notify the Department electronically, within 5 business days of the date of Compliant
publication that a compliance report has been published on the website.

24c Provide the weblink for the compliance report in the notification to the Compliant
Department.

24d Keep all published compliance reports required by these conditions on the website | Compliant
until the expiry date of this approval.

246 Exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on Not Applicable
the website or otherwise provided to a member of the public.
If sensitive ecological data is excluded or redacted from the published version,

245 submit the full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of its Not Applicable

publication on the website and notify the Department in writing what exclusions
and redactions have been made in the version published on the website.
Reporting Non-Compliance

The approval holder must notify the Department electronically, within 2 business

25 days of becoming aware of any incident and/or potential non-compliance and/or Compliant
actual noncompliance with the conditions or commitments made in a plan.

26 The approval holder must specify in the notification:

26a Any condition or commitment made in a plan which has been or may have been Compliant
breached.

266 A short description of the incident and/or potential non-compliance and/or actual Compliant

non-compliance.

The location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the incident and/or potential | Compliant
non-compliance and/or actual non-compliance.

The approval holder must provide to the Department in writing, within 12 business days of becoming aware
27 of any incident and/or potential non-compliance and/or actual noncompliance, the details of that incident
and/or potential non-compliance and/or actual non-compliance with the conditions or commitments made in a

26¢
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EPBC
Act

Approval EPBC Act Approval Criteria Name Compliance Status
Criteria

Number
plan. The approval holder must specify:
27a Any corrective Action or investigation which the approval holder has already taken = Compliant
27b The potential impacts of the incident and/or non-compliance and the actual Compliant
impacts of the incident and/or non-compliance
27¢ The method and timing of any corrective Action that will be undertaken by the Compliant
approval holder.
Independent Audit
The approval holder must ensure that an independent audit of compliance with the
conditions is conducted for every three-year period following the commencement | Compliant
28 . e . ) o i
of the Action until this approval expires, unless otherwise specified in writing by
the Minister.
29 For each independent audit, the approval holder must:

a. Provide the name and qualifications of the nominated independent auditor, the .
29a draft audit criteria, and proposed timeframe for submitting the audit report to the Compliant
Department prior to commencing the independent audit.

b. Only commence the independent audit once the nominated independent )
29b auditor, audit criteria and timeframe for submitting the audit report have been Compliant
approved in writing by the Department.

29¢ c. Submit the audit report to the Department for approval within the timeframe Compliant
specified. Have the audit report approved in writing by the Department.
d. Publish each audit report on the website within 15 business days of the date of | Compliant
29d ; ”
the Department's approval of the audit report.
29e e. Keep every audit report published on the website until this approval expires. Compliant
30 Each audit report must report for the three-year period preceding that audit report. | Compliant
Each audit report must be completed to the satisfaction of the Minister and be
31 consistent with the Department's Environment Protection and Biodiversity Compliant

Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines (2019), or
any subsequent official version.

Completion of the Action

The approval holder must notify the Department electronically 60 business days Not Applicable

32 prior to the expiry date of this approval, that the approval is due to expire.

Within 20 business days after the completion of the Action, and, in any event, .
33 before this approval expires, the approval holder must notify the Department Not Applicable
electronically of the date of completion of the Action and provide completion data.
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| Introduction

1.1 Background

The Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Expansion Project by Northern Star Resources is a critical infrastructure
development aimed at supporting sustainable gold mining operations in the Eastern Goldfields region of
Western Australia. The project involves the construction of a new tailings storage facility cell and associated
infrastructure. Northern Star Resources holds an EPBC Approval relating to the expansion of the Tailings
Storage Facility (TSF) at Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4), issued on 22 November 2022 (EPBC
2021/9026). In accordance with Conditions 28, 29, 30 and 31 of the EPBC Act Approval, Northern Star
Resources is required to engage an |IA to undertake independent audits of compliance with the conditions of
the EPBC Act Approval. In accordance with the Guidelines, one of the key principles for the independent
audit includes that the nominated auditor and the audit criteria and methodology must be approved by the
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) before the audit starts.
Condition 28 of the EPBC Act Approval requires that “The approval holder must ensure that an independent
audit of compliance with the conditions is conducted for every three-year period following the
commencement of the Action until this approval expires, unless otherwise specified in writing by the
Minister”. The |A services were conducted in accordance with the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2019
(the Guidelines).

1.2 Overview of Scope

The scope of the IA services was to assess activities associated with and relating to the expansion of the
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF) at Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) against the conditions of the EPBC
Act Approval (EPBC Approval 2021/9026) held by Northern Star Resources.

The IA scope of services was conducted and carried out in accordance with the Guidelines, which included
the completion of four (4) key tasks for the audit as described herein, noting that KPMG had completed the
first two (2) tasks in a previous submission titled Auditor Competence and Audit Criteria/Methodology
Package dated September 2025 which was approved by the Department on 30 September 2025.

* Task 1: development of the audit criteria and methodology and formed part of the Auditor Competence
and Audit Criteria/Methodology Package dated September 2025.

* Task 2: approval of the Auditor Competence and Audit Criteria/Methodology Package dated September
2025 by the Department. Approval was received from the Department on the 30 September 2025 prior
to the commencement of the subsequent audit activities (Task 3, below). The approval covered the
nominated audit team and the proposed audit criteria and methodology.

* Task 3: execution of audit activities, including an interview with relevant staff, and an assessment of
relevant documentation. The audit commenced on 8 October 2025, and activities were completed on 6
November 2025.

* Task 4: preparation of an audit report for provision to Northern Star Resources and subsequent
submission by Northern Star Resources to the Department, ultimately for approval. It is noted that after
approval, the report will be publicly available. This document includes the audit details, methodology, the
Independent Auditor’s certification, and detailed audit findings.
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2. Audit Approach

2.1 Methodology

The audit methodology included the desktop assessment of documentation (only where required by the
approved criteria methodology), and an interview. Specifically, the audit process included the following
activities:

* Audit inception meeting: a kick-off meeting was conducted on 7 October 2025 with the auditees,
Northern Star Resources, to outline audit objectives and confirm the logistics of the stakeholder
interview.

* A stakeholder interview: an interview was conducted with key personnel from Northern Star
Resources on 27 October 2025. The interview focussed on collecting evidence associated with
compliance with the EPBC Act Approval and the activities undertaken during the audit period to comply
with the approval conditions. Additionally, the interview assisted KPMG to understand the nature of the
activities undertaken at the site. The details of the stakeholder interview are provided in Appendix D.

* Document assessment: documentation relevant to the audit scope was collated and assessed from 8
October 2025 to 6 November 2025. Documentation assessment was undertaken only to the extent
required by the approved criteria methodology, as outlined in Appendix E. It did not include a broader
assessment of the documents received for completeness, technical adequacy and data validation.
Documents received included annual compliance reports, management plans, monitoring reports,
approvals, and email correspondence. The document assessment directly informed the collation of the
evidence used to assess compliance with the approval conditions. A complete list of documents, emails
and management plans used during the audit assessment process is provided in Appendix C.

It is noted a site visit was not required for this audit, as construction activities were completed and evidence
could be provided through photographs, registers, records and other forms of documentation.

2.2 Compliance Criteria

The compliance criteria adopted by the IA aligned with the Department's Guidelines and were used as the basis
to assess compliance and categorise findings and observations. The criteria include:

* Compliant
°* Non-Compliant
°* Not Applicable

* Observation

The full compliance criteria, including a description of each criterion, are provided in Appendix A.
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3.0etals of the Audt

3.1 Project Name
The name of the project is Northern Star Resources — Carosue dam TSF Cell 4, WA (EPBC 2021/9026).

3.2 Project Approval Holder

The name of the project approval holder is Northern Star Resources Limited.

3.3 Approval Details

This audit was undertaken against the EPBC Act Approval titled Northern Star Resources — Carosue dam TSF
Cell 4, WA (EPBC 2021/9026). This audit covers the 36-month period from 22 November 2022 to 22 November
2025, in accordance with Condition 28 of the EPBC Act Approval, which states: “The approval holder must
ensure that an independent audit of compliance with the conditions is conducted for every three-year period
following the commencement of the Action until this approval expires, unless otherwise specified in writing by
the Minister”.

34 Scope of the Audit

The scope of the IA services was to assess activities associated with and relating to the expansion of the
Tailings Storage Facility (TSF) at Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) against the conditions 1 to 33 of the
EPBC Act Approval (EPBC Approval 2021/9026) held by Northern Star Resources for the audit period from 22
November 2022 to 22 November 2025.

3.5 Implementation of the Audit

The dates and locations corresponding with the implementation of the audit are noted as follows:

¢ KPMG Offices:

e Tower Two, Collins Square, 727 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria (Desktop
Assessment: 8 October 2025 to 31 October 2025).

e Level 38, Tower 3, 300 Barangaroo Avenue Sydney NSW 2000 Australia (Desktop
Assessment: 8 October 2025 to 31 October 2025).

e 235 St George's Terrace Perth WA 6000 Australia (Desktop Assessment: 8 October
2025 to 31 October 2025).

* Northern Star — Carosue Dam Site - (Virtual Interview: 27 October 2025 from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm
AEST).

3.6 Methods Used to Assess Compliance

The methods used to assess compliance are presented in Section 2, Audit Approach, and included a desktop

assessment of documentation (only where required by the approved criteria methodology), and a stakeholder
interview.

3.7 Evidence Considered to Assess Compliance

The evidence considered to assess compliance is detailed in Appendix E. Example evidence includes email
correspondences from and to Northern Star Resources, management plans including the Construction
Environment Plan (CEMP) and Offset Management Plan (OFM), GIS data, supporting technical information and
monitoring reports, and outcomes from a stakeholder interview.
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4 Auditor Certincation

The certification of all auditors is provided in Appendix B, and it is noted that they are consistent with the
approved audit criteria and methodology package (Document 41 in Appendix C).

0. Detalled Audit FIndings

The findings from the audit activities are provided in Appendix E and prepared per the minimum
requirements outlined in the Guidelines. These detailed audit findings demonstrate the verification? method,
documents sighted, evidence utilised, determination and compliance findings against all criteria under each
approval condition. Based on the documentation assessed and provided in Appendix C for the audit period,
the 1A identified one (1) non-compliant finding concerning the EPBC Act Approval.

5.1 Non-Compliant Finding

The auditor identified one (1) non-compliant finding against Condition 7 of the approval, based documentation
assessed and interviews undertaken with management as part of the Independent Audit.

Northern Star Resources submitted an updated Offset Management Plan to DCCEEW on 20 December 2024.
Through audit interview discussions held on 27 October 2025, it was understood the updates to the Offset
Management Plan included removal of processes relating to establishment and maintenance of Firebreaks.
Table 12 Risk Assessment and Management within the approved version of the Offset Management Plan
(Version 4) included the installation and maintenance of Firebreaks as a key control measure to protect
Malleefow! habitat quality from fires and other environmental degradation risks. Northern Star Resources have
since assessed through a 3 party specialist and determined that this measure is no longer necessary and
applicable, resulting in an update to the Offset Management Plan. It was identified that the Department has not
yet finalised review or provided written approval of the revised plan since submission in December 2024.
Northern Star Resources provided evidence of follow up emails issued to DCCEEW to receive an update on the
status of approval of the updated Offset Management Plan.

Condition 7 of the EPBC Act approval requires that any activity carried out otherwise than in accordance with the
approved management plan must not commence until the revised plan is approved in writing by the Minister.
The proposed removal of firebreaks represents a material change to the management approach for Malleefowl
protection. As Northern Star Resources is not implementing firebreak establishment or maintenance prior to
receiving written approval, this constitutes a non-conformance with the approved Offset Management Plan. The
Independent Auditor acknowledges Northern Star Resources has demonstrated due diligence through its
engagement and follow up with the Department over the past 11 months in relation to obtaining written
approval for the updated Offset Management Plan.

5.2 Observations

There were no observations based on the documentation assessed as part of the Independent Audit.
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Appendix A - Gompliance Critera

The criteria specified below, which are in accordance with the Department's Guidelines, were used for the
rating and classification of findings:

Criteria Criteria Description

A rating of ‘Compliant’ is given when the auditee has complied with a condition
or element of a condition.

A rating of 'non-Compliant’ is given when the auditee has not met a condition
or an element of a condition.

Non-Compliant

A rating of ‘Not Applicable” at the time of the audit is given when the condition
Non-Applicable or element of a condition falls outside the scope of the audit, e.g., if an activity
has not yet commenced or a requirement has not been triggered.

An ‘Observation’ may be made about issues relevant to the protection of a
matter of national environmental significance when the issue is not strictly
related to compliance or non-compliance with a condition or element of a
condition.
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Appendix B - Auditors Gertification

Project and Technical Reviewer

Auditor’'s name, position, company and contact details: Project and Technical Reviewer, Director, KPMG
Australia, 235 St George's Terrace Perth WA 6000 Australia

Auditor’s qualifications and/or experience:

Education:
¢ Bachelor of Engineering (Environment) Honours, University of Wollongong, Australia

Certifications and Registrations:
® Exemplar Global Management System Auditing, Certificate Number: 1854

Experience:

® 20+ as an Environment and Sustainability professional within the mining and resources sector, including senior
management roles

¢ |ed a range of engagements related to supporting clients across both the mining and energy sectors to develop
environmental management plans required to meet regulatory requirements, whilst also working with clients to uplift
internal governance and reporting processes to support compliance with approval conditions

® extensive experience in relation to environmental legislation and regulations
Auditor’s declaration:

I, the Project and Technical Reviewer of KPMG Australia, Tower Two, 235 St George's Terrace Perth WA 6000
Australia.

For environmental audits that are required by a condition of an Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval, | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the audit report
attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide
false or misleading information or documents to specified persons who are known to be performing a duty or
carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations. The offence is punishable on conviction by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, a fine of not more than 60 penalty units, or both.

For directed environmental audits that are required pursuant to section 458 of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in
the audit report attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 461(4) of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances for an
environmental auditor to include a statement in an audit report that is false or misleading in a material particular.
The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment for not more than 6 months.

Signature: CONFIDENTIAL

Date: December 2025
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Project Lead/Lead Environmental Auditor

Auditor’'s name, position, company and contact details: Project Manager/Lead Environmental Auditor, Associate
Director, Level 38, Tower 3, 300 Barangaroo Avenue Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

Auditor’s qualifications and/or experience:

Education:
* Master of Environmental Science, University of Sydney
® Bachelor of Science (Geology), University of Wollongong

Certifications and Registrations:
® | ead Auditor in Environmental Management Systems ISO 14001:2015 & ISO 19011:2018 (SAl Global, Certificate of
Attainment Number — 357384)

Experience:

® 10 years experience in experience in environmental and operational audits, environmental planning and impact
assessment, assurance, compliance management, environmental management, project and risk management

® expertise in navigating environmental and planning frameworks and approvals ensures projects meet stringent
statutory requirements

® KPMG Australia — Independent Environmental Audit Services — Audit Lead

Auditor’s declaration:

I, the Project Manager/Lead Environmental Auditor, of KPMG Australia, Level 38, Tower 3, 300 Barangaroo Avenue
Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

For environmental audits that are required by a condition of an Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval, | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the audit report
attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide
false or misleading information or documents to specified persons who are known to be performing a duty or
carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations. The offence is punishable on conviction by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, a fine of not more than 60 penalty units, or both.

For directed environmental audits that are required pursuant to section 458 of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in
the audit report attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 461(4) of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances for an
environmental auditor to include a statement in an audit report that is false or misleading in a material particular.
The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment for not more than 6 months.

Signature: CONFIDENTIAL

Date: December 2025
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Project Lead/Lead Environmental Auditor

Auditor’'s name, position, company and contact details: Project Manager/Lead Environmental Auditor, Associate
Director, KPMG Australia, Tower Two, Collins Square, 727 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3008.

Auditor’s qualifications and/or experience:

Education:
® Master of Sustainable Practice, RMIT
¢ B.Ain International Relations and Development, UNSW

Experience:

® 9 years experience in environmental compliance audits, assurance, environmental system management, risk
management, and sustainability reporting.

¢ KPMG Australia — Independent Environmental Audit Services — Audit Lead

Auditor’s declaration:

I, the Project Manager/Lead Environmental Auditor, of KPMG Australia, Tower Two, Collins Square, 727 Collins
Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3008.

For environmental audits that are required by a condition of an Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval, | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the audit report
attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide
false or misleading information or documents to specified persons who are known to be performing a duty or
carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations. The offence is punishable on conviction by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, a fine of not more than 60 penalty units, or both.

For directed environmental audits that are required pursuant to section 458 of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in
the audit report attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 461(4) of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances for an
environmental auditor to include a statement in an audit report that is false or misleading in a material particular.
The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment for not more than 6 months.

Signature: CONFIDENTIAL

Date: December 2025
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Support Environmental Auditor

Auditor's name, position, company and contact details: Support Environmental Auditor, Consultant, KPMG
Australia, Tower Two, Collins Square, 727 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3008

Auditor’s qualifications and/or experience:

Education:
e Bachelor of Environmental Science (Environmental Management & Sustainability), Deakin University
e Bachelor of Business (Professional Accountancy), RMIT University

Experience:
® KPMG Australia — Independent Environmental Audit Services — Audit Assistant

Auditor’s declaration:

[, the Support Environmental Auditor, of KPMG Australia, Tower Two, Collins Square, 727 Collins Street, Melbourne,
Victoria, 3008.

For environmental audits that are required by a condition of an Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approval, | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the audit report
attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide
false or misleading information or documents to specified persons who are known to be performing a duty or
carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations. The offence is punishable on conviction by
imprisonment for not more than 1 year, a fine of not more than 60 penalty units, or both.

For directed environmental audits that are required pursuant to section 458 of the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), | certify that, to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in
the audit report attached to this audit certification statement is true, correct, and complete.

| am aware that section 461(4) of the EPBC Act makes it an offence in certain circumstances for an
environmental auditor to include a statement in an audit report that is false or misleading in a material particular.
The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment for not more than 6 months.

Signature: CONFIDENTIAL

Date: December 2025
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Appendix G - Document LISt

Per the Audit Approach, our audit team collected and assessed documentation relevant to the audit scope. This
included management plans, monitoring reports, approvals, emails, and details of incidents within the audit
period. The purpose of the document assessment was to gather evidence to assess compliance with the
approval conditions. A complete list of documents, emails and management plans used during the audit
assessment process can be found below.

Emails considered:

Email Name / Description

Email providing notification of Independent Auditor name, qualifications and draft audit
criteria, dated 22 September 2025

1

2 Issued signed conservation covenant email follow up, dated 7 September 2023.
3 Email to the Department dated 8 September 2023
4 Email to the Department advising of revised changes to Offset Management Plan,

dated 16 May 2025.

Email to the department about Offset Management Plan Approval Status, dated 8 February

5 2024,

6 Email to the Department for submission of Offset Management Plan, dated 17 May 2023.

7 Email submission of Offset Management Plan and associated spatial data, dated 7 August
2023.

8 Email providing notification of Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 7 February
2025.

9 Email providing notification for 2022-2023 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 7
February 2024.

10 Email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 January

2023

Management plans considered:

Management

Plan Name / Description

Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
dated November 2022

Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EEL55) Offset Management Plan,
dated 7 August 2023.

11

12

Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA,

13 dated 6 March 2024.

Revised Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell

14 4, WA, dated 20 December 2024.
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Documents considered:

Document Name / Description

15 Certificate of Title EEL55 Conservation Covenant

16 EEL5B5 Offset Site shapefiles and offset attributes

17 EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024

18 EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025

19 EEL55 Malleefow! Monitoring Report 2024 (excel data)

20 Fauna Sighting & CEMP Checklist, dated November 2022

21 Targeted Weed Survey of Location EEL55

22 Malleefowl Monitoring 2009-current

23 EEL55 Malleefowl Monitoring Results

24 Department review of plan against conditions of approval and other relevant regulatory
matters, dated 1 June 2025

25 Notification of commencement of action letter, dated 29 November 2022.

26 Decision to Approve - DECCEEW, dated 22 November 2022

27 Disturbance Permit for TSF Cell 4, dated 18 March 2022.

28 Malleefow!l Monitoring Shapefile Data.

29 Carosue Dam Gold Mine Tailings Storage Facility Cell 4 Starter Embankment Construction
Report, dated 17 October 2023.

30 EEL55 Malleefow! Monitoring Results (2022-2024)

31 EELB5 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024

32 GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025

33 GNRBA Post Action Report 00041, dated 30 November 2024

34 10. Issued signed conservation covenant email follow up, dated 7 September 2023.

35 GIS Image of EELB5 Offset site boundary

36 Metadata from the shapefile confirms spatial data is referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51

and includes mapped boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion
of habitat mapping.

37 Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (2023)

38 Letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022

39 Letter from Department notifying outcome of non-compliance, dated 3 May 2023.

40 Commencement of Action letter dated 29 November 2022 and Notification email to the
Department

41 Minister's approval letter for independent audit and audit criteria, dated 30 September
2025.
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Appendix U - AUdit Interview

Per the Audit Approach, an interview was held with key personnel from Northern Star Resources on 27 October
2025. The interview focussed on collecting evidence associated with compliance with the EPBC Act Approval
and the activities undertaken during the audit period to comply with the approval conditions. Additionally, the
interview assisted KPMG to understand the nature of the activities undertaken at the site.

Interview: 27 October 2025 — 11:00am am to 1:30 pm (AEST)

Participants Organisation
Environment Superintendent Northern Star Resources
Project Manager Northern Star Resources
Environmental Advisor Northern Star Resources
Environment Manager Northern Star Resources
Environment Manager — EMS Northern Star Resources
Project Manager/Lead Environmental Auditors KPMG
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ABDendix t - Detaled Audit Findings
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Audit Criteria and Methodology (EPBC Act Approval Independent Audit)

Northern Star Resources — Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC 2021/9026)

AUDIT PERIOD: The 36 month period from commencement of action

PART CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL

A - Conditions
specific to the action

EPBC Approval Condition(s)

Verification Method

Documents Sighted

Evidence

Determination

Compliance Finding

To minimise impacts to protected matters, the approval holder must not

1. The disturbance permit authorises clearing of 189.2 ha within tenements M31/295 and M28/269, consistent with
CPS8000/2. The construction report also states that 189 ha of vegetation was cleared. However, this includes all

1. Disturbance Permit for TSF Cell 4, dated 18 March 2022.

The approval holder is compliant with EPBC Approval Condition 1. Clearing was undertaken within the approved development envelope,
as evidenced by the Disturbance Permit and supporting spatial metadata from the Malleefow! Monitoring Shapefiles, which confirm the
clearing area was consistent with the boundaries authorised under CPS8000/2. Clearing activities were conducted during daylight hours,

b. notify the Department in writing of the locations and numbers of each type
of nesting mounds (i.e., active mounds and inactive mounds) identified
during each pre-clearance survey.

Department.

3. The construction report confirms clearing commenced on 28 November 2022
4. Monitoring results show all mounds within the EEL55 offset site were recorded as either inactive (1) or long-
unused (LU) during the clearing period. No mounds were recorded as active (A) at the time of clearing.

5. Annual Compliance Report 2022-23 and pre-clearance surveys

4. EEL55 Malleefowl Monitoring Results (2022-2024)
5. Annual Compliance report 2022-23 pre-clearance surveys
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025

The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.

clear: vegetation types. 2. Malleefow! Monitoring Shapefile Metadata with photographic evidence in the TSF Cell 4 Construction Report supporting this. Malleefow! monitoring resuits from 2022-2024 confirm
1 |a outsice the development enveiope. Review pre and post clearing documentation, check site plans and monitoring records, confirm GIS data for cleared| 2. Metadata from the shapefie confirms spatial dataiis referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51 and includes mapped  |3. Carosue Dam Gold Mine Taiings Storage Facilty Cell 4 Starter Embankment Construction Report,that all mounds within the EELSS offset site were either inactive or long unused during the clearing period, with no active mounds Compliant
b. outside of daylight hours. area limits. ies. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat mapping. dated 17 October 2023. recorded. While approximately 189 ha vegetation was cleared, the area of Malleefowl habitat dleared was confirmed through spatial data g
c. any active mounds. 3. The construction report confirm clearing commenced on 28 November 2022 4. EELS5 Mallesfow! Monitoring Results (2022-2024) and monitoring records to be within the approved 152.6 ha threshold. Based on the evidence reviewed, the approval holder has met all
d. more than 152.6 ha of Malleefowl habitat. 4. Monitoring results show all mounds within the EELS5 offset site were recorded as either inactive (I) or long- 5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025 four sub-conditions of Condition 1.
unused (LU) during the clearing period. No mounds were recorded as acive (A) at the time of clearing.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
The approval holder is compliant with this EPBC approval condition. Although approximately 189 hectares of vegetation were cleared,
spatial data and monitoring records confirmed that the cleared area of Malleefowl habitat remained within the approved threshold of 152.6
The approval holder must not clear: 1. Metadata from the shapefile confirms spatial data is referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51 and includes mapped hectares. This was confirmed through review of the shapefile metadata and further supported during interviews with the approval holder
1. Malleefowi Monitoring Shapefile Metadata The monitoring results confirmed that no inactive mounds were cleared.
a. more than 52.5 ha foraging and cover habitat. ) ) ) - boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat mapping )
2 0 Review GIS analysis and baseline mapping, habifat classification and field surveys completed. als s - 2. EELS5 Mallesfowl Monitoring Results (2022-2024) Compliant
b. more than 100.1 ha critical Malleefowl habitat. 2. Monitoring results show all mounds within the EELS5 offset site were recorded as either inactive (I) or long-
3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025 Additionaly, through audit interview discussions held on 27 October 2025, it was confirmed Northern Star Resources have not cleared
c. more than seven inactive mounds. unused (LU) during the clearing period. No mounds were recorded as acive (A) at the time of clearing. throu orview di "
more than 7 inactive mounds in line with the condition, as clearing of inactive mounds did not occur.
The Independent Auditor considers this riterion to be compliant.
7 The disturbance permit authorises clearing of 189.2 ha within tenements M31/285 and M28/269, consistent with
Prior to clearing, the approval holder must: CPS8000/2. The construction report also states that 189 ha of vegetation was cleared. However, this includes all | 1. Disturbance Permit for TSF Cell 4, dated 18 March 2022.
a. undertake at least one pre-clearance survey of the development envelope vegetation types. 2. Mallesfowl Monitoring Shapefile Metadata The approval holder undertook pre-clearance surveys between 17-19 November 2022 with the department being notified on 25
within 10 business days prior to dlearing, and Revew he relevant dat-stamped report,relevant fied-survey reports and evidence of wrien submission fothe. | Meladata rom the shapefie confims spatial dat s referenced to GDAY4 MGA Zone 51 and includes mapped |3. Carosuie Dam Gold Mine Talings Sorage Faciiy Cell 4 tarer Embankment Consiruction Report, November 2025. Furher, Mallefow! monioring ress from 20222024 confirm that all mounds wilhin the EELSS offset it were either
3 ped repor, Y boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat mapping. dated 17 October 2023, inactive or long unused during the clearing period, with no active mounds recorded. Compliant

EPBC Approval Condition:

Action Plans - Plan

Method

Documents Sighted

Evidence

Determination

Compliance Finding

The approval holder must implement the approved Construction
1 i Plan E) from the date of this
approval until the completion of the Action.

Review the Construction Environmental Management Plan, confirm date of review(s), confirm date revisions were
issued for use, hold interview(s) with relevant to confirm i and of the
Management Plan, and sight evidence confirming implementation of the Management Plan.

1. Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)

1. Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project C Plan (CEMP) 2022)

2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025

The approval holder has demonstrated compliance with this approval condition through the implementation of the approval CEMP. The
CEMP is publicly available on the Approval holder's website and confirmed during stakeholder interviews on 27 October 2025.

The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.

Compliant

EPBC Approval Condition:
Action Management Plans - Environmental Offsets

Verification Method

Documents Sighted

Evidence

Determination

Compliance Finding

To compensate for residual significant impacts to Malleefowl, the approval
holder must:

Sight evidence (i.e. management records, reports, activity logs) demonstrating control and management of EEL55

1. EEL55 Malleefow! Monitoring Results
2. EELS5 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024
3. Targeted Weed Survey of Location EEL55

1. Malleefowl Monitoring Results show annual surveys from 2022 to 2024, with consistent
documentation of mound activity, habitat notes, and signs of Malleefowl presence (e.g. eggshells,
prints, scats).

2. Heritage Survey Report (Feb 2024) confirms identification of a Malleefow! nest (Avoidance Area 2)
and outlines cultural protocols for site protection.

3. Weed Survey Report (Nov 2024) identifies 12 weed species across 45 locations, with total weed
cover <1% of EELSS, indicating active vegetation control.

4. Predator Impact Report (Jan 2025) documents wild dog, feral cat, and goanna activity, with

Evidence sighted confirms that control and management activities were implemented at the EELSS offset site within 6 months of the
approval decision (22 November 2022).

The approval holder has demonstrated compliance with this condition through the implementation of multiple control measures at the
EELSS offset site. These include annual Malleefow! monitoring, weed management, predator surveillance, and cultural heritage

Malleefowl at the EEL55 offset site within 5 years of this approval.

3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025

5. Evidence submitted to the Department via Annual C li Reports and Offset

6. Conservation covenant registered 13 September 2023; site legally secured and managed for
Malleefow! habitat.
7. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.

Plan.

The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.

C liant
2. control the EELSS offset site within & months of the dte of this approval | OTS€t it 4. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025 strategic placement of trail cameras and recommendations for Canid Pest Injectors. protection. The activities commenced within 6 months of the approval decision and have been sustained through the audit period. The ompliant
eciaion 5. GNRBA Post Action Report 00041, dated 30 November 2024 5. Post Action Camera Report (Nov 2024) confirms field deployment of cameras at four locations to | evidence confirms that the site was actively managed to improve and protect Malleefow! habitat, satisfying the intent and timing of the
6. GIS Image of EEL55 Offset site boundary monitor predator activity. condition.
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
Collectively, th that actions (weed control,
predator monitoring, cultural site protection, and Malleefow! habitat monitoring) were initiated and
maintained within the required timeframe.
1. The Offset Management Plan (OMP) for EEL55 was formally approved by the Department on 6
March 2024.
2. The Conservation Covenant was signed and lodged with Landgate and registered on the cerfficate
:’r:‘eﬂgjea‘r’::"ib;' dzgii;:f;{;‘,?:gfglg: ha of native vegetation in perpetuity under Section 308 of |.rp o o0c\al holder has met the requirement to legally secure the EEL5S offset site within the specified timeframe. The Conservation
1. Approval of Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA, dated 6 ; * 545 ’ .| Covenant was registered on the Certificate of Title prior to the Department's formal acceptance of the Offset Management Plan,
’ 3. The signed covenant includes conditions for fencing, vegetation protection, and firebreaks, and is ‘ ° ] > ffset " ’
b. legally secure the EELS5 offset site within 6 months of the date of Offset March 2024. demonstrating proactive compliance. The covenant provides enduring legal protection for the site, ensuring its conservation purpose is
Sight evidence (i.e. legal documentation) confirming date(s) of ownership of EELS offset site. binding on all future owners. Compliant
Management Plan being accepted by the Department 2. Issued signed conservation covenant email follow up, dated 7 September 2023, ° ’ - upheld. The documentation clearly confirms ownership, legal security, and alignment with EPBC Condition 2b.
‘ ¢ 4. The Certificate of Title confirms Northern Star (Hampton Gold Mining Areas) Lid as the registered
3. Cerificate of Title EEL55 Conservation Covenant
propristor since 7 November 2018, with the covenant memorial lsted as P707653. The Independent Audior considers this crterion {0 be compliant
5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. pe phant.
This demonstrates that legal security of the offset site was achieved well within 6 months of the OMP
approval date.
1. The Conservation Covenant was signed by both parties on 4 September 2023, consfituting the
. within 10 business days of Iegally securing the EELSS ffset sie,provide date the EEL55 Offset site was legally secured under Section 30B of the Soil and Land
Conservation Act 1945,
the Department with: N tmitod wilien evidence and shapefiles (o the department on 8 September 2023, | T 8PProval holder has complied with Condition 2c by submitting writien evidence and spatial data to the Depariment within the required
Sight evidence demonstrating EELS5 offset site has been legally secured (i.e. written communication to the 1. Email to the Department dated 8 September 2023 e o e par a " |timeframe. The signed Conservation Covenant dated 4 September 2023 confirms legal security of the site, and the shapefiles support
i. witten evidence demonstrating that the EEL5S offset site has been legally | Department, including confirmation of receipt) and applicable shapefiles detailing attributes of EEL5 offset site | 2. Certificate of Title EEL55 Conservation Covenant T e o evded. il data detaiing the offset site's boundaries| PR verfication. The submission was timely, complete, and aligned with EPBC requiremens. Compliant
secured, an (i.e. area and habitat). 3. EEL55 Offset Site shapefiles and offset attributes - The submission included the signed covenant and spatial data detalling the ofiset site's boundanies
and ecological attributes. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
i, shapeiles and offset attributes of the EELSS offset site 26;23 department was noified via the designated EPBC monitoring inbox, with relevant stakeholders
5. Inferview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. EEL5S legally secured via Conservation Covenant on 4 September 2023.
2. Annual Malleefowl monitoring conducted in fine with the National Malleefow! Monitoring Manual, | Northern Star has complied with Condition 2d by conducting and reporting annual Malleefow! monitoring at the EELS5 offset site
! " ) : e o following legal security. Monitoring is consistent with national quidelines and includes mound inspections, camera verification, and habitat
3.2023 breeding season: 16 mounds monitored (1 active); camera confirmed activity.
Result in annual reports and ongoing presence of Malleefowl. The process is
4 Monitoring includes field surveys, camera traps, predator and weed assessments and mapping of | 1y.c ided in the approved Offset Management Plan and will continue for the lfe of the approval, as confirmed within the OFM and via
1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 mound status. o with ma:" e ton 27 ch%er 2025 pproval,
2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 5. No evidence of livestock or predator activity during 2024 monitoring; predator control and weed g -
d. once the EELSS offset site has been legally secured, report annually on val ¢
3. EELS5 Mallesfow! Monitoring Report 2024 (excel data) surveys conducted.
the presence of Malleefow at the EEL55 offset site for the life of the Sight evidence of annual monitoring reports, including process for continued monitoring for the life of the approval. The approval holder has met the requirement to legally secure the EELSS offset site within the specified timeframe. The Conservation Compliant
4. Fauna Sighting & CEMP Checklist, dated November 2022 6. Monitoring results are reported annually in compliance reports and supported by photographic and -  legall ¢
approval, and ! Covenant was registered on the Certificate of Title prior to the Department's formal acceptance of the Offset Management Plan,
5. Targeted Weed Survey of Location EEL55 spatial data.
demonstrating proactive compliance. The covenant provides enduring legal protection for the site, ensuring its conservation purpose is
6. Malleefow! Monitoring 2009-current 7. Fauna sighting registers and CEMP checklists confirm pre-clearing protocols and absence of " " " ! ervat ;
i upheld. The documentation clearly confirms ownership, legal security, and alignment with EPBC Condition 2b. Nolification emails sent to
active mounds in cleared areas. e e st
& oo condctes 27 October 2025, e department demonstrated they were provided within the required timeframe.
9. Email from Norther Star Resource confirming submission to the department within the required
rotromme duted 29 Novembor 2022 The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
1. EPBC approval granted 22 November 2022; deadline for Clause e is 22 November 2027.
2. Malleefowl presence confirmed via mound monitoring and camera data:
- 2023: EELS5_007 confirmed active (camera footage November 2023) Northern Star has met the requirements of Clause e by providing direct evidence of Malleefowl presence at the EEL5S offset site within
- 2024: EEL_006 confirmed active (camera footage December 2024). " " " ° ! i
h the required 5 year timeframe. Active mound status was confirmed through field surveys and camera monitoring and all documentation
e. provide the Department with evidence demonstrating the presence of 1. EEL55 Malleefow! Monitoring Results 3. 16 mounds monitored annually; evidence includes fresh scraping, eggshells, scats and prints. was submitted to the Department. The monitoring program is robust, repeatable and embedded in the approved Offset Management
. Sight evidence of monitoring reports provided to the Department (including date of issue). 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 4. Monitoring conducted per National Malleefow! Monitoring Manual. - g Compliant

EPBC Approval Condition:

Action Plans - Offset Plan

Verification Method

[Documents Sighted

Evidence

[Determination

[Compliance Finding




1. Action commenced on 28 November 2022; Offset Management Plan submitted on 17 May 2023,
within the required 6 month timeframe.
_ 2. Departmental approval received on 6 March 2024, confirming the plan meets Attachment D
To compensate for significant residual impacts to Malleefowl the approval &:ss?;;m Offset Management Plan for Norther Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA, dated 6 requirements. Northern Star has complied with Clause 3 by submitting the Offset Management Plan within the required timeframe, receiving formal
holder must submit, within 6 months of commencement of the Action, an | Sight evidence of a dated copy of the Offset Management Plan submited to the Departrment, evidence of approval [,/ qh 200 L et Plan, dated 7 May 2023 3. The approved plan includes all required elements: residual impact summary, habitat quality approval from the D and i the plan in with its commi The plan meets all criteria outlined in
3 |Offset Management Plan to the Department for the Minister's approval. The |issued by the Depariment, evidence criterion outined in Attachment D has been met, and evidence the Offset |2 c7o 017 "ERETTEN G SWoiBeion @ e (EZQLSS) Offoct Mansqoment bin. dated 7 August 2023, | 255essment, mound data, measurable ecological outcomes, management actions, monitoring Attachment D and is supported by ongoing monitoring and reporting. A revised version has been submitted, demonstrating continuous Compliant
Offset Management Plan must,to the satisfaction of the Minister, meet the | Management Plan willbe implemented for th lfe of the approval (i.e. ongoing monitoring of Management Plan |5+ Z2oS™ D P9 Foet 4 Exerip! Eae 29 g 9 " |schedule, risk assessment and adaptive management framework. and with the D -
pecified in D. The approval holder must - 9 4. Implementation s evidenced through annual Malleefow! monitoring, predator and weed control,
‘ 5. Email from Northern Star Resources to the Department advising of revised changes to Offset Management Plan, |+ ™! ; —_—
implement the approved Offset Management Plan for the lfe of the approval. A fencing, firebreaks and conservation covenant registration. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
v 2025, 5. Revised Offset Management Plan (V5.2) submitted on 5 August 2025; email confirmation confirms
continued use of approved plan until new version is assessed.
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1 the approval holder doss not submit the Offset Management Plan for 1. Action commenced on 28 November 2022; Offset Management Plan submitted on 17 May 2023,
‘ > ¢ d within the required 6 month timeframe.
;“’:;""ar';‘gl‘:‘;g"e':"::E;“"g::;‘esa’l’l“c’?e‘:s:f ::T:xfa"‘c‘:g;f'm‘;:;::" p 1 Email to the Department for subrmission of Offset Management Plan. dated 17 May 2023 2. Approval was received on 6 March 2024, which is 10 months after submission, exceedingthe 4 | Northern Star complied with the condition by submitting the Offset Management Plan within the required timeframe and ceasing
Ppr 9 m W- 1T if submission and approval deadiines have not been met: sight evidence confirming clearing/construction has . P ‘ag g Y 2023, month approval deadiine. construction activities when the Department did not meet the 4-month approval deadline. Construction recommenced only after written
the Minister does not approve the Offset Management Plan within 4 months A " " ! 2. Approval of Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA, dated 6 ) ! ° )
LI it mmdbmentid o e e i o |ceased. has after written approval (including Fritgioy 3. Internal communications confirm that clearing and construction ceased once the 4 month deadiine |approval was received, as confirmed by internal correspondence. Compliant
of the date of which it was submitted to the Department, the approval holder | o, yencement notice date) has been received from the Minister. arch 2024. passed and did not recommence until written approval was received from the Minister.
must cease all clearing and construction immediately. The approval holder 3. Email to the department about Offset Management Plan Approval Status, dated 8 February 2024. / ° ‘ b " ; —_—
iy oty recommente alaring anclor somatruction ance the Offect 4. Email from Envtlronment Ma‘nager confirms compliance with the condition and adherence to The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
! ‘ ) recommencement requirements.
Management Plan is approved in writing by the Minister. e e 2025
If the Offset Management Plan has not been approved by the Minister in
writing within 4 months of the date on which it was submitted to the
azﬁa"’:me'e"r;fglg:‘i: r":'q'{“:ﬁ;gé";gz‘“ﬁzg;’ﬁj m‘i’i'r"r:‘a"‘eaﬁf;f:: o | submission and approval deadines have not been met: sight evidence notification issued by the Minister stating This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Mallesfowl at the EELSS offset site within the required
B a0 ot Tho ol e o ff oy the Offset Management Plan is not suitable, sight evidence revised plan was developed and re-issued after 2 Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
¥ing the app! + app months, and sight evidence of approval and implementation of revised plan. required under Condition 6.
Management Plan revised by the Department. The approval holder must
the approved Offset Management Plan for the remainder of the
life of the approval.
If the approval holder is unable to demonstrate the presence of Malleefow at This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Malleefow at the EEL5S offset site within the required
the EEL5S offset site within 7 years of this approval, the approval holder | Sight plans and processes to identify and evaluate alternate offsite sites should no Malleefow! be observed. Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
must: required under Condition 6.
; : ’ ; ) ' . This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Malleefow at the EEL5S offset site within the required
& ;:’:'g:;’;::z:a‘“&zzz‘;ﬁp'?mz'b“"h::m"x‘s the requirements f;?‘;‘frs:?":::ﬁe‘:&f:;s‘; ':::"fryoaz‘::l"v:'l‘l’z’::I'j‘;’;‘;:"{u'st:‘: E’es‘_‘m:: no Malleefow! be cbserved and | ot appicaple Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
Y. P g prop P - required under Condition 6.
b, submit an Offset Management Plan for the altemnative offset sie in Sight plans and processes to identify and evaluate alternate offsite sites should no Malleefowl be observed and This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Malleefow at the EEL5S offset site within the required
- ot e o 1 s confirm if an alternative offset site proposal will be submitted to the Department. If an Offset Management Plan for |Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
P : the alternative offset site has been developed, review for with outlined in D. required under Condition 6.
Sight plans and processes to identify and evaluate alternate offsite sites should no Malleefowl be observed and o ) -
¢. not recommence undertaking the Action unless the Offset Management | confirm if an alternative offset site proposal will be submitted to the Department. If an Offset Management Plan for This condition s nat applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Mallesfow at the EELSS offset site within tha required
6 Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alterative offset site proposal is Not applicable
Plan for the alternative offset site is approved in writing by the Minister, the alternative offset site has been developed, confirm the Action has not commenced or recommenced prior to e oo
receipt of written approval by the Minister. q -
d. once the EEL55 offset site has been legally secured, report annually on f;?‘;‘frs:?":::ﬁe%;is:;;; ':::"fryoaz‘::vv:'l‘l’?::I'j‘;’v"“ft‘:d"‘zst:‘: Elesai*::::: ':;’aMnage;::t”,:A:i m:me e::’;:: for This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Malleefowl at the EEL5S5 offset site within the required
the presence of Malleefowl at the EEL55 offset site for the life of the e altornative offect sito hae beeﬂ';; e Siuht evidenee andlor :;‘"ﬁrm oceo that Ma"eef:a‘ ronitoring il | Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
approval, and loped, sig! Ly 9 required under Condition 6.
occur annually at EELSS offsite site.
&. within 6 months of the Offset Management Plan for the alternative offset
site being approved by the Minister, provide the Department with:
fc'g""ﬁ_ r’:“?;‘:::ﬁe‘:;:if;z‘; ':if;‘"'ryoagg:l‘ﬁ'l‘l‘z'::L':;:‘:::d":o's";: E"esaf::'f::ﬁ ':;’amnagigg”,:n: w::";’:f;:: for This condition is not applicable. Northern Star has demonstrated the presence of Malleefow! at the EELSS offset site within the required
i. witten evidence to the demonstrating that the aterative offset site has |\ %0 3 Bhalie 0 = been‘;eé’ eoned, confin witen evi den;"pw o o he Deper nmefconﬁrmmg Not applicable Not applicable timeframe, as evidenced by active mound monitoring and annual compliance reporting. As such, no alternative offset site proposal is Not applicable
been legally secured, and altemative offsite site has been legally secured and supporting shapefiles of alternative offset site. required under Condition 6.
ii. shapefiles and offset attributes of the alternative offset site.
Note: The approval holder should commence seeking an alternative offset site i the presence of Mallesfow! at the EELSS offset site has not been demonstrated 5 years after this approval decision and initiate discussions with the Department about what measures it should take to avoid any i on toi of th ved Action. The ive offset site proposal and Offset Management Plan for the alternative offset site may be submitted to the Department well before 7 years after this approval decision.

EPBC Approval Condition:
Action Management Plans - Revised Action Management Plans

Verification Method

Documents Sighted

Evidence

Determination

Compliance Finding

If the approval holder wishes to carry out any activity otherwise than in
accordance with the Action management plans referred to in these
conditions, the approval holder must submit to the Department for the:
Minister's written approval a revised version of that plan. The approval holder

If approval holder carried out or intends to carry out activities other than in accordance with the Action Management
Plans: sight evidence written approval has been received from the Minister of a revised version of the Management

1. Email to the Department advising of revised changes to Offset Management Plan, dated 16 May 2025.
2. Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EEL55) Offset Management Plan, dated 7 August 2023.

1. Northern Star subitted a revised Offset Management Plan (V5.2) on 4 August 2025 to the
Department for approval.

2. The revised plan includes updates to management actions (e.g. fencing and bushfire recovery) and

monitoring commitments as requested by the Department.
3. The Department issued an assessment table on 1 June 2025 outlining required to

Northern Star Resources submitted an updated Offset Management Plan to DCCEEW on 20 December 2024. Through audit interview
discussions held on 27 October 2025, it was understood the updates to the Offset Management Plan included removal of processes
relating to establishment and maintenance of Firebreaks. Table 12 Risk Assessment and Management within the approved version of the
Offset Management Plan (Version 4) included the installation and maintenance of Firebreaks as a key control measure to protect
Malleefow! habitat quality from fires and other environmental degradation risks. Norther Star Resources have since assessed through a
3rd party specialist and determined that this measure is no longer necessary and applicable, resulting in an update to the Offset
Management Plan. It was identified that the Department has not yet finalised review or provided written approval of the revised plan since

in December 2024. Northern Star Resources provided evidence of follow up emails issued to DCCEEW to receive an update|

7| must not commence the varied activity until the Minister has approved the | Plan(e), sight evidence confirming no commencement of varied actiity occurred prior to approval, sight evidence of |3. Department review of plan against conditions of approval and other relevant regulatory matters, dated 1 June met Atiachment D and EPBC conditions. on the status of approval of the updated Offset Management Plan.
4. Northern Star confirmed that no varied activity has commenced and that the approved plan (V4)
revised plan in writing. If the Minister approves such a revised plan, that |implementation records and monitoring reports confirming revised plan has been implemented. 2025
g " ’ remains in use until the revised version is approved. Condition 7 of the EPBC Act approval requires that any activity carried out otherwise than in with the approved
version of the plan must be implemented in place of the version previously ° ) ) : ! ! " e
bl 5. Implementation of the revised plan will commence only after written approval is received. plan must not commence until the revised plan is approved in writing by the Minister. The proposed removal of firebreaks represents a
pproved. 6. Inferview conducted 27 October 2025. material change to the management approach for Malleefow! protection. As Northern Star Resources is not implementing firebreak
establishment or maintenance prior to receiving written approval, this constitutes a non-conformance with the approved Offset
Plan. The Auditor Norther Star has due diligence through its

engagement and follow up with the Department over the past 11 months in relation to obtaining written approval for the updated Offset
Management Plan

If the Minister believes that t is necessary or convenient for the better 1. The Department reviewed the revised Offset Management Plan (V5.2) and issued an Assessment

protection of Malleefow! to do so, the Minister may request that the approval Table on 1 June 2025, requesting specific revisions to improve Malleefow! habitat protection. .

holder make specified revisions to a plan referred to in these conditions and 1. Email to the Department advising of revised changes to Offset Management Plan, dated 16 May 2025. 2. Requested changes included reinstating commitments for fencing and bushfire recovery, updating g;:gﬁ;’r“ s:: ::Z;:z‘c'e“:sdlx'&g‘;‘)‘sjrilfxq:fe‘;’;‘;‘r:‘g ‘::":‘:aDepa"'"e(”r::C’:{‘j‘“e:r:edc;‘:i':f::l':lme‘g:‘f::: m:’:??:;ﬁ"‘:'ar";::

g [submitthe revised plan for the Minister's written approval. The approval If the Minister has requested approval holder make specified revisions to a plan: sight evidence approval holder has |2. Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EEL55) Offset Management Plan, dated 7 August 2023. programs and indicators and corrective actions. (v 4)935 [ -2)- P pproved, pany Pl ‘ginally appf Compliant
holder must comply with any such request. The approval holder must implemented the revised (and approved) plan. 3. Department review of plan against conditions of approval and other relevant regulatory matters, dated 1 June  |3. Northern Star responded by incorporating all requested changes into the updated OMP V5.2. P equired. -
implement the revised plan approved by the Minister. Unless the Minister 2025 4. As of the audit date, the revised plan is under assessment and Northem Star continues to The Independent Auditor considers this crterion {0 be compliant
has approved the revised plan then the approval holder must continue to i the approved plan (V4) in accordance with the conditions. pe pliant.
implement the plan originally approved, as specified in the conditions. 5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.

1'7",'\4";“;6“235'” submitted the original Offset Management Plan electronically to the Department on |\ o1 Star has complied with Clause 9 by submitting the Offset Management Plan electronically to the Department, as required under

g |The approval holder must submit all plans required by these conditions Sight evidence of electronic submission of the Management Plans to the Department. 1. Email to the Department for submission of Offset Management Plan, dated 17 May 2023. 2. Northern Star submitted the updated Offset Management Plan electronically to the Department on |\"® EPBC approval conditions. Compliant

electronically to the Department. 2. Email to the Department for of updated Offset Plan, dated 20 December 2024. o Do 2098
e o 27 Octobor 2025, The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.

EPBC Approval Condition:
Submission and Publication of Plans - - R - R
Documents Sighted Evidence Determination Compliance Finding

Unless ofherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the approval holder

must publish each plan on the website within 15 business days of the date:
1. The Offset Management plan (V4) was approved by the minister on 6 March 2024,

a. of this approval, if the version of the plan to be implemented is specified in 1. Email from Northern Star to the Department confirming publication of Offset management Plan on website, dated g& :ﬂ';:l‘ Star published the approved plan on it website on 8 March 2024, within 2 business days |\ o\ Star has complied with Clause 10 by publishing the approved Offset Management Plan on its website within the required 15

10 |these conditons; or Sight evidence approval holder has published the Management Plan(s) on the website within 15 business days (i.e. |8 March 2024. o B imation was sent to the Departrment with the publication ink and timestam satsfying | PUSiness day imeframe following inisterial approval Compliant
internal ons or metadata reports). 2. Approval of Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA, dated 6 Coniton 305, pa P P 9 .
b. the plan is approved by the Minister in writing, if the plan requires the March 2024. - The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
ister: 4. No delays or deviations from the required timeframe were identified.

approval of the Minister; or
5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.

c. the plan is submitted to the Department in accordance with a requirement

of these conditions, if the plan does not require the approval of the Minister
1. The Offset Management Plan was published on the Northern Star website on & March 2024
following Ministerial approval. Northern Star has complied with Clause 11 by maintaining the Offset Management Plan on its website following publication, with no

The approval holder must keep all published plans required by these 1. Email from Northern Star to the Department confirming publication of Offset management Plan on website, dated |, "0 Coi confirmation includes the publication link and fimestamp. evidence of removal or inaccessibilty. §

1 ust keel ! Confirm Management Plans remin on the website. 8 March 2024. Compliant

conditions on the website until the expiry date of this approval. O ished management pians: htos/www nsritd.com/about-us/corporate-govemance! 3. The management plans (OFM and CEMP) remain accessible on the website as of the audit date,
g P ag plans: hitp: -nsritd porate-gf satisfying the requirement to keep published plans available until the expiry of the approval. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EEL55) Offset Management Plan, dated 7 August 2023.
The approval holder is required to exclude or redact sensitive ecological data g Svae’;::: 2?:;55 ((::::L:uperg:r: ?g‘fg‘;ﬁ‘f'&i’x":’;’;‘:{ﬁc "::;?%:Tgl_ps'g;‘b‘:fa;:b;g nJa“'i i‘;ﬁf‘Plan dateq |1+ Review confirms that no sensitive ecological data (e.g. shapefiles, GPS coordinates) has been Rkl S‘a‘;‘l:‘ Zf":‘:l'e" with Clause 12 by ensuring that se"s';,‘l"; ecalogical data was nat included In the published Offset

12 |from plans published on the website or otherwise provided to a member of | Confirm published Management Plans include redacted information, where relevant. 7 Auguet 2099 P 9 : included within the plans published on the website. - Compliant

the public. 4 Website version of Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project Construction Environmental Management Plan, dated 15 | 'nerview conducted 27 October 2025. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
July 2022.
If sensitive ecological data is excluded or redacted from a plan in
43 |accordance with condition 12, the approval holder must nolify the Confirm published Management Plans have redacted or excluded sensitve ecologica data, and if applicable sight |\ oy oo1o Not applcable Conditon 13 s not applicable as no redactions were mad under Gonion 12. Not pplicable

Department in writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the
version published on the website.

written correspondence with the Department in relation to the exclusion and redactions.

B - Standard

EDRE Annraual Canditinn:




Administrative
Actions

Notification of Date of Commencement of the Action

Method D Siahted [Evidence D Compliance Finding
1. The leter confirms the action commenced on 26 November 2022. Northern Star has complied with Clause 14 by nofifying the Department of the commencement date within the required timeframe.
Further, a letter from DCCEEW confirming approval for the project on 22 November and advisement from the approval holder on when
The approval holder must notify the Department electronically of the date of | ' ) - 2. Notification was provided on 29 November 2022, within the required 5 business days. ‘
he ' Sight evidence electronic nofification was provided to the Department within 5 business days of of [1. of action letter, dated 29 November 2022. the action will commence as advised on 28 November 2022. )
14 |commencement of the Action, within 5 business days of commencement of 3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. Compliant
the Action (i.e. email). 2. Decision to Approve DECCEEW, dated 22 November 2022
the Action. 4. Email from Northern Star Resource confirming submission {o the department within the required [0 his criterion (0 be complant,
timeframe dated 29 November 2022 pen pliant.
Sighting the Minister's letter of approval of action and if of the action
If the commencement of the Action does not occur within 5 years from the | occurred within 5 years from the date of the approval.
15 |date of this approval, then the approval holder must not commence the Not applicable Not applicable Condition 15 s not applicable as the action commenced on 28 November 2022, within 5 years from the date of approval. Not applicable
Action without the prior written agreement of the Minister. Consideration if written agreement from the Minister was required if commencement of the action occurred after 5
years from the date of the approval (if applicable).
EPBC Approval Condition:
Compliance Records - . —
Method D Sighted D Compliance Finding

The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance

Sighting compliance records (i.e. records assoclated with the Offset Management Plan as described above and

1. Disturbance Permit for TSF Cell 4, dated 18 March 2022.

2. Malleefow! Monitoring Shapefile Data.

3. Carosue Dam Gold Mine Tailings Storage Facility Cell 4 Starter Embankment Construction Report, dated 17
October 2023.

4. EEL55 Malleefow! Monitoring Results (2022-2024)

5. EEL55 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024

6. Targeted Weed Survey of Location EEL55

7. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025

8. GNRBA Post Action Report 00041, dated 30 November 2024

9. Approval of Offset Management Plan for Northern Star Resources — Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4, WA, dated 6
March 2024.

10. Issued signed conservation covenant email follow up, dated 7 September 2023.

11. Certificate of Title EEL55 Conservation Covenant

12. EEL55 Offset Site shapefiles and offset attributes

1. Two Annual Compliance Reports (2022-2023 and 2023-2024) were submitted to the Department,
detailing implementation activities and progress against EPBC conditions.

2. Offset Management Plan was submitted within the required timeframe, approved by the
Department and published online.

3. Email confirms timely of the Offset

approval and

Plan.
4. GIS shapefiles and offset attributes for EEL55 were provided, supporting spatial verification of
compliance.

The Independent Auditor considers this condition to be compliant. Norther Star has maintained accurate and complete compliance
records in accordance with EPBC Condition 16. The documentation provided demonstrates a clear and consistent approach to
implementation, monitoring and reporting. The records are sufficient to allow the Department to assess the effectiveness of the approval

16 |records, in sufficient detail, to allow for the Department to monitor its e e 13.EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 5. Legal documentation including conservation covenant and Certifcate of Title confirms securement || 1% 7 10" Compliant
effectiveness. 14. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 of the offset site. -
15. EELS5 Malleefowl Monitoring Report 2024 (excel data 6. Monitoring records (Malleefow, weed, heritage, predator impact) demonstrate ongoin
16. Fauna Sighting & CEMP Ch?ackliZL dated r\govember 2)022 |mp|emema1?on and e(iolog\cal cwerslgh( 9P pact oon The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
17. Malleefow Monitoring 2009-current 7.C permits confirm and of
18. Email to the Department for submission of Offset Management Plan, dated 17 May 2023. actiies i accordance with the EPBG conditons,
19. Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EELS5) Offset Management Plan, dated 7 August 2023, |8. Nolification of commencement of the action was provided to the Department within the required
20. Email o the Department advising of revised changes to Offset Management Plan, dated 16 May 2025. timeframe.
21. Email to the department about Offset Management Plan Approval Status, dated 8 February 2024. 9. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
22 Department review of plan against conditions of approval and other relevant regulatory matters, dated 1 June
2025
23. Email from Northern Star to the Department confirming publication of Offset management Plan on website,
dated 8 March 2024,
24. Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project Construction Environmental Management Plan, dated 15 July 2022.
25. Notification of commencement of action letter, dated 29 November 2022.
If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must - '
17 |provide Sectronic copies ot oot D within the between the D written requests (in terms of timeframe and documents requested) and the |\ o0 jicapie Not applicable Condition 17 s not applicable as compliance records have not been requested by the Department. Not applicable
approval holder's submitted electronic copies of records and the date those were provided (if applicable).
timeframe specified in the request.
Note: Compliancs records may be subject to audt by the DI orbyani auditor in with section 458 of the EPBC Ac, and/or be used (o verfly with the condiions
1. EELS5 Malleefow! Monitoring Results
The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data (including 1. EELSS Malleefow! Monitoring Results 2. GIS Image of EELS5 Offset site boundary
sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 2. GIS Image of EELSS Offset site boundary 3. Metadata from the shapefile confirms spaial data is referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51and | The approval holder has developed maps, monitoring data, and GIS spatial metadata in accordance with the Department's 2018
45 |reauired under the conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance |Sight evidence all monitoring data and reports are compliant with Department Guidelines for biological survey and |3, Metadata from the shapefile confirms spatal data is referenced to GDAY4 MGA Zone 51 and includes mapped [ includes mapped boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat | Guidelines for Biological Survey and Mapped Data, ensuring accuracy, and with EPBC Act Compliant
with the Department's Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data | mapped data (2018). boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat mapping. mapping.
(2018), or any subsequent official version or as otherwise specified by the 4. EELS5 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024 4. EELS5 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024 The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
Minister in writing. 5. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025 5. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025.
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. EELS5 Malleefow! Monitoring Results
The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring data (including 1. EELSS Malleefow! Monitoring Results 2. GIS Image of EELS5 Offset site boundary
sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 2. GIS Image of EELSS Offset site boundary 3. Metadata from the shapefile confirms spaial data is referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51and | The approval holder has prepared maps and boundary data in alignment with the Department's Guide to Providing Maps and Boundary
4o |reauired under the conditions of this approval are prepared in accordance _|Sight evidence all monitoring data and reporls are complant with Department Guide to providing maps and 3. Metadata from the shapefile confirms spatial data s referenced to GDA94 MGA Zone 51 and includes mapped  |includes mapped boundaries. Metadata from the shapefil also confirms the inclusion of habitat | Data for EPBC Act Projects, ensuring spatial accuracy and compliance with regulatory mapping standards. Compliant
with the Department's Guide to providing maps and boundry data for EPBC | boundary data for EPBC Act Projects (2021). boundaries. Metadata from the shapefile also confirms the inclusion of habitat mapping. mapping.
Act projects (2021), or any subsequent official version or as otherwise 4. EELS5 Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024 4. EELSS Heritage Survey Report, dated February 2024 The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
specified by the Minister in writing. 5. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025 5. GNRBA KCGM Predator Impact Report, dated January 2025
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. Monitoring data including Malleefowl mound status, predator sightings and fauna activity were
submitted as part of the Annual Compliance Report.
2. Spatial files (shapefiles of impact and offset sites) were submitted electronically to the Department
’ ) " ) with the Offset Management Plan in August 2023. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant, Northern Star has submitted all required monitoring data, spatial files
The approval holder must submit all monitoring data (including sensitive 1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 3. Fauna spotter rocaras and pre-cleanr?g checklists were included in Appendix B of the Annual and ecolc?:ical records electronically to the Department it he required timeframe. The submission was oomprehgensive and included
20 |ecological data), surveys, maps, other spatial and metadata and al species | Sight evidence and records all moritoring data has been submitted to the Department within 12 months of the |2, Emailto the Department for subission of Offset Management Plan, dated 17 May 2023. Complianes Report orologent tats ahapefios s Smouioe bacurance records, enabing regulatory oversight Compliant
occurrence record data (sightings and evidence of presence) electronically | approval. 3. Email of Offset Plan and spatial data, dated 7 August 2023, i oteareance deta (g, Mallecfow sghiings, mound acthy, predation events) were
to the Department within 12 months of the approval. - S -9 ghtings, Y. P
documented and mapped in Figure 8 of Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
5. Submission occurred within 12 months of the approval date (22 November 2022), satisfying the
timing requirement.
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
EPBC Approval Condition:
Annual Compliance Reporting R
Method D Sighted [Evidence D Compliance Finding

21

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month
period following the date of this approval, or as otherwise agreed to in writing

Review the compliance report prepared for the audit period.

1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024

1. Reports sighted and cover each 12 month period following date of the approval.

The Independent Auditor confirmed that cumpllance reports for the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 periods have been prepared for each 12
month period following the date of the approval

Compliant

° 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
by the Minister. ; —_—
The Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
1. Both the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports include al required components:
declaration of accuracy, document control, table of contents, description of activities, compliance
table and appendices. The Compliance reports for both reporting periods are consistent with the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (2023). All required
Each compliance report must be consistent with the departrments Annual 1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 iczg‘z;“:‘ﬂir‘e‘ffﬂb%‘::‘;wsggzf?g:‘ez‘::;:‘:“a:‘ d’:‘;"e';‘::ﬁ :\Cg‘;gz'ds""es‘ including sections and formatting elements are present, and the content addresses each condition with supporting evidence. The reports
22 >ompl eport partment i Review reports for with Annual C Report Guidelines (2014). 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 9, compl pporting demonstrate a clear understanding of the guidelines and compliance is well-documented. Compliant
Compliance Report Guidelines (2014), or any subsequent official version. 5 Aoroal Campliance Ropart Guidelines (2025) 3. Reports address all EPBC conditions and reference supporting plans (CEMP, OMP)
g Pl s 4. Spatial data, monitoring results and corrective actions are included where applicable. The Independent Auditor considers this crterion {0 be compliant
5. Reports are bookmarked and submitted in PDF format as required. pe pliant.
6. Noiinconsistencies with the guidelines were identified.
7. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
Each report must include: 1. Annual compliance Report 2022-2023 documents a non-compliance with Condition 1a, involving
0.1383 ha of clearing outside the approved development envelope, including 0.1305 ha of Malleefowl
habitat, The incident was self-reported within 2 business days and followed by a submission within 12
) business days in accordance with Conditions 25-27. The compliance reports provide accurate and complete details of compliance and non-compliance, including incident descriptions,
1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 2. Corrective actions included rehabilitation of the area, implementation of photo monitoring points | corrective actions, and monitoring outcomes. The reports align with the Department's Annual Compliance Report Guidelines and EPBC
Sighting compliance records (i.e. records associated with the Management Plans as described above and other | 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 and proedural updates cross Northern St opesations. oo Compliant
a. Accurate and complete details of compliance and any non-compliance | records as applicable) and assess evidence of implementation. 3. Letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 P o - g
with the conditions and the plans, and any incidents. & Latter rom Departmont notiying outeeme of romcormpliance, dated My 2023 3. The 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Report confirms no further non-compliances and indicates
g pal 9 pliance, 'y 2023. vegetation re-establishment through photo monitoring. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
4. The D the on but opted not to pursue enforcement action,
citing proactive remediation and transparency.
5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
) . ’ . Figure 3 in the Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024, shows shape file with the clearing undertaken within the
b. One or more shape file showing all clearing of any protected matters, and/ 1, EPBG 202118026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 1. Figure 3 -EPBC 2021/9026 Clearing Within Contrlled Action Area - EPBC 202119026 Annual | (9S8 12 COrRanee BRn TV 2080, PEiEe 0 FE0nien P00, SR S
or their habitat, undertaken within the 12-month period at the end of which | Sight evidence of dated shape file(s) that align with the 12-month period. ' Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024. Compliant
23 ! 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025
that compliance report is prepared. 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
1. The CEMP outlines environmental risks, mitigation measures and performance criteria for
construction activites, including fauna protection, vegetation clearing protocols and fire management.
1. Carouse Dam TSF Cell 4 Project Construction Environmental Management Plan, dated 15 July 2022. ﬁw'l’::""f’:‘emf" is evidenced through pre-clearance surveys, fauna spotter records and INX
2. Carosue Dam TSF Cell 4 Exempt East Location 55 (EELSS) Offset Management Plan, dated 7 August 2023 [ ren Porie: ot imolementation schedule (Table 1), compition |19 20222023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports includ a schedule of plans and demonstrate mplementation through
c. A schedule of all plans in existence in relation to th ditions and | Sight evidence of Plan schedule and mapping against EPBC 3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 - g P - compl documented actions, monitoring and reporting. Plans are aligned with EPBC conditions and are actively maintained and reviewed.
criteria and monitoring programs for offset site EEL55. Compliant
accurate and complete details of how each plan is being 4. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 ) )
4. Management actions include fencing, predator control, weed management and firebreak ; —_—
i The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
5. Annual C Reports confirm of both plans, including monitoring outcomes
and adaptive management measures.
6. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The approval holder must: T.2022-2023 Annual Compliance Report was dated and signed on 5 February 2024, within 60 days
of the end of the reporting period (21 November 2023). The 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports were finished and published within the required 60 business day timeframe.
a. Publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days | Sight the publication date of the compllance report(s) for the audit period, confirming this is within 60 business days| 1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 5 20290004 A"nu"a‘l"éofn;iam; Report was dated a)n  signed on & February 2025, within 60 days P port P q ay Complant
following the end of the 12-month period for which that compliance report is | following the end of the 12-month perio 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 of the end of the reporting period (21 November 2024). The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
required. 3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
11| ;“':I"y"::?r‘rﬁgjg‘aui’l:gl‘illf;’;‘i::’;‘s°;§f§f:pi?‘.2:;ﬁ?‘2; z::‘eg:t:::v“e’sz‘zozs confirms The notification email for the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports confirm that the Department was informed of the
b. Notify the Department electronically, within 5 business days of the date of |Perform a date of report(s) for the audit period and email nofification to| 1. Email providing nofification of Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 7 February 2025. 5 Notication emalfo Anusl Gomplince Roport 2023.2024. dated 7 Februany 2024 confirms | ePorts publcaton on the website ithinthe required 5 business day fmeframe. Gomplant

publication that a compliance report has been published on the website.

the Department of that publlcatlcn

~

. Email providing notification for 2022-2023 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 7 February 2024.

timely submission within 5 business days of the report's publication on the website.
3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.

The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.




c. Provide the weblink for the compliance report in the notification to the

1. Email providing notification of Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 7 February 2025.

1. Notification email for Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 7 February 2025 confirms
weblink to report was provided to the Department.

The notification email for the2022-2023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports confirm that the email contained the weblink to the
respective published reports.

- liant
Depariment Sight evidence weblink for compliance reports was provided to the Department after publication. 2. Emal providing noifioaion for 2022-2025 Arewsal Gompleoe Roport 2022-2073, daied 7 Pebrucry 2024, 2! ﬁﬁ’,‘.’ff‘lﬁ?;}?ﬂ! ;o; r@\r:‘:::llto:mpgir;c; Reporl 20232024, dated 7 Februay 2024 confirms Complian
oo 37 Ootobr 5078 The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
o4 The approval holder has met the requirement to prepare and publicly maintain annual compliance reports for each 12-month period
following the commencement of the action. The 2022-23, and 2023-24 Annual Compliance Reports remain accessible on the website as
of the audit date, confirming with the to keep these publicly available.
1. The 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 Annual Compliance Reports remains accessible on the website as
d. Keep all published compliance reports required by these conditions on the | . that compliance report(s) for the audit period remains on the website. 1. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 of the audit date. Through interviews with the approval, it was confirmed by the auditor that all published compliance reports will be made available on their Compliant
website until the expiry date of this approval. 2. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 o o cted 27 October 2025, wehait for the duration of s sopreval. Tois s by 2 combination of sits hased e oams, commorats o
teams and media and communication teams.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
e. Exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports Condition 24 (&) is not applicable as Northern Star has not included any ecological data that is deemed sensitive. The report that was
published on the website or otherwise provided to a member of the public. | /9™ing of exclusion or redaction details of sensitive ecological data from compliance report(s) for the audit period. Not applicable Not applicable submitted to the Department is the same as what is publicly available on Northern Star's website. Not applicable
1. If sensitive ecological data s excluded or redacted from the published
;i’:i‘::s'::2’"“0‘1“;'”':“2;‘;"5‘;':‘"2: "::m‘b"s“gea?:f;;'"e{r‘:eﬂ‘"'“ 5 o le etween dates of report(s) for the audit period where sensitve ecological data |\ oooicapie Not applicable Condition 24 (f) is not applicable as Northem Star has not included any ecological data that is deemed sensitive. The report that was Not applicable
VS ot 1S b v was excluded and the dates of full compliance report submissions to the Department. submitted to the Department is the same as what is publicly available on Northem Star's website.
writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the version
published on the website.
Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Depariment's website.
EPBC Approval Condition:
Reporting Non-Compliance
porting P Method D Sighted [Evidence D Compliance Finding
1. A non-compliance incident involving clearing outside the approved development envelope was
The approval holder must notify the Department electronically, within 2 Review notifications provided to the department during the audit to confirm they were submitted in writing as soon | 1. Letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 ;’esm;"ss;‘:z':; ?::gzbzgiﬁz"elemmmca" on 20 December 2022, which was within 2 | Netfication was provided within the required timeframe and included all necessary details. The Department confirmed receipt and
usiness days of becoming aware of any incident and/or potential non- as practicable, but nolater than 2 business days after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance. . Letter from Department nofifying outcome of non-compliance, da ay 2023, accepted the response.
b days of b of ident and/or potential ticable, but no later than 2 b days after by f the incident i 2. Letter from Department not t f liance, dated 3 May 2023 - P v : ted th
2 3 " " "o " g aware ) business days of becoming aware of the incident. Compliant
compliance andor actual noncompliance with the conditions or Additionally, undertake a review of environmental events (including environmental compliance events) that have  |3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 B T e oo e ation and determined that no enforcement action
commitments made in a plan. occurred over the audit period and review notifications provided to the department. 4. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2023-2024, dated 4 February 2025 ol "ece:wy 9 v The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The approval holder must specify in the notification: 1. The notification of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022, clearly identifies that Condition 1(a)
of EPBC 2021/9026 was breached due to clearing outside the approved development envelope. ' — ” ; ) ) »
i Lter g no Do i of non-camplance,deted 20 December 2022 o The p i e The noification explicitly identified the breached condition and relevant plan commitments, satisfying the requirements of Condition
» ) ) ) Sight notifications associated with any incidents or non-compliances across the audit period and assess if details of A 26(a). )
a. Any condition or commitment made n a plan which has been or may have | e mondition tracc o wore nelidon 2. Letter from fying outcome of ated 3 May 2023, Environmental Management Plan regarding vegetation clearing protocols and fauna protection. Compliant
been breached. : 3.EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Ccmpllance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 3. The Department's letter nofifying the outcome of non-compliance, dated 3 May 2023, confirms that
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
the nofification met the requirements of the EPBC conditions. -
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. The notification of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022, includes a concise description of
the incident: clearing of approximately 0.1383 ha outside of the approved development envelope,
1. Letter noifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 including 0.1305 ha of Malleefow! habitat. The notification included a clear and sufficient description of the non-compliance incident, satisfying the requirements of Condlition 26(b)
26 |b- Ashort description of the incident andor potential andlor [Sight with any incidents or non-compliances across the audit period and assess if details of| " 1 ) oliying outeom of nonsomptance, deted 3 May 2023 2. The description outlines the location, extent and nature of the clearing and references the relevant - - Gomplant
actual non-compliance. the incidents or non-compliance were included. - ’ p EPBC condition.
3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 3. The Department's letter notifying the outcome of non-compliance, dated 3 May 2023, confirms that | T"® Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
the notification met the requirements of the EPBC conditions.
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. The notification of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022, specifies that the incident occurred
on Sunday 18 December 2022.
S . . y y § . . i 1. Letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 2. The location is described as being outside the approved development envelope, with coordinates | -1 netification included the required location (with coordinates), date, and time of the incident, satisfying the requirements of Condition
¢. The location (including co-ordinates), date, and time of the incident and/or | Review and confirm reports/documents submitted to the department includes location (with coordinates), date and ; red ¢ 26(c). )
ity Besvihoned Il 2. Letter from D noltifying outcome of dated 3 May 2023. provided in the spatial maps in Aofthe of letter. Compliant
P plance. 3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 3. The 20222023 Annual Compliance Report aso includes a map and spatialreference confitning [ oo n e o ciierc e e o bo compliant
the location. -
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
Note: If the exacti Gannol be provided, the approval holder must provide the besti available.
The approval holder must provide to the Department in writing, within 12 ; 1. The incident was identified on 18 December 2022 and initialy notified on 20 December 2022. 3
businges days of becoming awere of any inndent andlor potentl non- o ) ) ) ) o 1. Letter nofifying the Depariment of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 2. A folow up Sulmission containing foriner detals s provided o e Department on & Jamuary | TN f0IoW-up report was submitted witin the required timeframe and included allnecessary detais, safsfying the requirements of
3 ° ontt Review nofifications provided to the department during the audit to confirm they were submitted in writing as soon | 2. Letter from D noltifying outcome of dated 3 May 2023. W Up subm Condition 27. )
compliance andor actual noncompliance, the details of that incident and/or 2023, which s within the 12 business days of the incident. Compliant
pocontil et it concitions |3 Practicable, but no later than 12 business days after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance. 3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 3. The Department ackrontetiged receipt and confimmed o further action would be taken
o Commimenta made 1 i, T approval o st Spocity. 4. Email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 January 2023 et 27 Ootar 209 The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
1. Letter nofifying the Depariment of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 1. The follow-up submission dated 5 January 2023 outlines corrective actions taken by Northern Star. I;‘?;‘Zf;:;z:gfe;:g‘;gmhf D:”“’::'I‘:g':n“"::\‘,'lw:vr;:n“g:‘;sn’“fi:‘am:‘aa"d fm;’lg‘zd;:g"zex;ft::;g;ﬁz‘g':hes"';?f'f;:‘;"dan ”
a. Any corrective Action or investigation which the approval holder has Sight detailed nofifications associated with any incidents o non-compliances across the audit period and assess if |2. Letter from D noltifying outcome of dated 3 May 2023. 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025, included sighting incident records and evidence of ns. P Pprop : 9 9 )
y o g y ying y ghting environmental impact assessment. Compliant
already taken details of the corrective action or investigation taken or planned were included. 3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 corrective actions, including training delivered and assessment of impacted area undertaken. P -
4. Email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 January 2023 3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. ; —_—
9 "y The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
1. The letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 and the 2022-
2023 Annual Compliance Report, dated 5 February 2024, confirm that 0.1383 ha of vegetation was
cleared outside the approved development envelope, including 0.1305 ha of Malleefow! habitat.
! pmen 901 !
1. Letter ncufymg the Departrnem of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 i;;g;::’:;:'ms o Report the ecological the area and Notifications included details of both actual impacts (vegetation and habitat loss) and potential impacts (ecological significance).
27 |5, The potential impacts of the incident and/or non-compliance and the Sight detailed nofifications associated with any incidents or non-compliances across the audit period and assess if 2. Letter from ing outcome of ated 3 May 2023, ; i - ’ ’ Evidence demonstrates timely reporting and inclusion of required impact deails. )
o Y ' v 3. The email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 Januan 4 9 Compliant
actual impacts of the incident and/or non-compliance details of the potential impacts of incident or non-compliance were included. 3.EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Ccmpllance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 2023, atea cortitm ma‘t’fm o d"e‘a”s wire bmitted o the Domertrent 5v|1h|n the recod Y
4. Email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 January 2023 motioms P P eq The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025, included sighting incident records and evidence of
corrective actions, including training delivered and assessment of impacted area undertaken.
5. Inferview conducted 27 October 2025.
1. The letter notifying the Department of non-compliance, dated 20 December 2022 and the 2022- | Interview conducted 27 October 2025, confirmed an incident occurred in December 2022. Through investigations, it was determined
2023 Annual Compliance Report, dated 5 February 2024, confirm that 0.1383 ha of vegetation was |incorrect placement of flagging tape caused a small encroachment of project boundary. The audit interview included sighting incident
cleared outside the approved development envelope, including 0.1305 ha of Malleefowl habitat. records and evidence of carrctive actions, ncluding rining delivered and assessment of impacted area undertaken. Corrective actions
g 2. The Annual Compliance Report also di the ecological of the area and included assessment of technological equipment to correct issues, project issued and training
A ) ; _ s o ) ) |1 Letter notifying the Department of non-compiiance, dated 20 December 2022 corrective actions taken. delivered. it was the team conducted an assessment of the area to determine f the incident
¢. The method and timing of any corrective Action that will be undertaken by |Sight detailed notifications associated with any incidents or non-compliances across the audit period and assess if |2. Letter from D noltifying outcome of dated 3 May 2023. T et Dametment providing further information on non-compiiance, dated 5 Janua et e e Compiant
the approval holder. details of the method and timing of remedial action to be undertaken were included. 3. EPBC 2021/9026 Annual Compliance Report 2022-2023, dated 5 February 2024 5025, ateo confim ma‘fmpam dpe«ans Wgre Submittod to the Department ‘\’N“hin the requirea Y P: - P: - plia
4- Email to the Department providing further information on non-compliance, dated 5 January 2023 timeframe. Notifications and supporting documents included both method (training, ecological assessment, vegetation management) and timing of
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025, included sighting incident records and evidence of ive actions. Evid that these detals were provided to the Department within the required timeframe.
corrective actions, including training delivered and assessment of impacted area undertaken.
5. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
EPBC Approval Condition:
Independent Audit
P Method D Sighted [Evidence D Compliance Finding
1. Commencement of Action letter dated 29 November 2022 confirms the action's start date.
2. The Minister's approval letter, dated 30 September 2025, confirms the independent audit criteria | The approval holder has with the to conduct anii audit for the three-year period
The approval holder must ensure that an independent audit of compliance 1. Commencement of Action letter dated 29 November 2022 were approved, aligning with the condition's requirements. following commencement of the action and to submit the audit in accordance with the Minister's approved criteria.
with the conditions is conducted for every three-year period following the | Comparison between the action commencement date, Minister's approval end date and the dates of independent  |2. Minister's approval letter for independent audit and audit criteria, dated 30 September 2025. 3. The independent Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025, demonstrates that the audit was )
28 Y year 9 Compliant
commencement of the Action unil this approval expires, unless otherwise | audits of compliance conducted. 3, EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) |conducted for the three-year period following the commencement of the action and submitted within | No additional audits were requested by the Minister during the audit period.
specified in writing by the Minister. (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025. e required timeframe. No evidence was found of any requests for additional audits by the Minister
during the audit period. The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
4. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
For each audt, the approval holder must: The approval holder has complied with the requirement to provide the name and qualifications of the proposed independent auditor and
the draft audit criteria to the Department before the end of the subject time period.
1. EPBC Act Approval Audit: Auditor C and Audit Ci it Auditor G G
Sightin details auditor (name and ua|mcauons) notlﬁcallon tothe Departmentand | 1; EPBC Aot Approval Independent Audit: Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC| Package includes Auditor CV's and draft audt criteria. L'lﬁizfﬁﬁféf gsgov:émonstrann 1:57:?:6";% auditor meta;‘:e}:l;:tssa competency r :Iarcel:“ag:édmed September 2029)
a. Provide the name and of the nominated auditor, | Sighting a P 2021/9026), Auditor C and Audit Criteri Package, dated September 2025. 2. The email on to the D dated 22 2025, confirms that the required g 9 prop 'y competency req g Compliant
sighting notification details of draft audit criteria nofification to the Departm

the draft audit criteria, and proposed timeframe for subitting the audit
report to the Department prior to commencing the independent audit.

2. Email providing notification of name, qualifications and draft audit criteria, dated 22 September 2025

information was submitted within the required timeframe.
3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.

Email notification from Northern Star Resources to the Department (dated 22 September 2025) confirms that the required information
was submitted before the end of the subject time period, ensuring compliance with the notification deadline.

The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.




b. Only commence the independent audit once the nominated independent

1. The Minister's approval letter, dated 30 September 2025 confirms the Department's written
approval of both the audit criteria and the appointed auditor, meeting the condition before the audit

The approval holder has complied with the toonly the i

Department for both the audit criteria and the appointed auditor.

audit after receiving written approval from the

Department electronically of the date of completion of the Action and provide
completion data.

auditor, audit criteria and imeframe for submitting the audit report have been| Sight written approval from the Department. 1. Minister's approval letter for independent audit and audit criteria, dated 30 September 2025. The Minister's approval letter, dated 30 September 2025, confirms that Department provided written approval before the audt Compliant
approved in writing by the Department commenced. commenced, ensuring compliance with this condition. Formal audit activities commenced on 8 October 2025.
- 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. h - -
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
The audit report associated with this independent audit (this document) wil be submitted to the Department by the approval holder
1. The Minister's approval letter dated 30 September 2025, specifies the timeframe for submitting the| following finalisation of the audit report prepared by the Independent Auditor.
) audit report.
29 |G Submit the audit report to the Department for approval within the Comparison of the audit report's submission date and the timeframe specified in the aucit criteria approval by the | 1+ Minister's approval letter for independent audit and audt crteria, dated 30 September 2025. 2. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam The Minister's approval letter, dated 30 2025, the required timeframe, and the EPBC Act 1999 §
timeframe specified. Have the audit report approved in witing by the 2. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) Compliant
Department. Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025, | Approval Independent Report, dated 6 November 2025, confirms that the independent audit was conducted in accordance with the
Department. (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025. " A
confirms the audit was conducted and the report prepar approved criteria.
3. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
The audit report associated with this independent audit (this document) wil be submitted to the Department by the approval holder and
Sight the published audit report on the website, assessing if it was published within 15 business days of the 1. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam uploaded to the relevant website following finalisation of the audit report prepared by the Independent Auditor.
d. Publish each audit report on the website within 15 business days of the | Department's approval of the audit report and confirm it remains on the website. In the case an Independent Audit |1. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) |Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025, ’ —— - ) - ) )
date of the Department's approval of the audit report. has ot yet been performed, confirm and sight process to publish the audit report on the website within 15 b EPBC 2021/9026) Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025. confirms the audit was conducted and approved. The Independent Auditor considers this critarion to be compliant, provided the publcatian af this report occurs within the 15 business Compliant
" day timeframe.
days of the Department's approval. 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
The audit report associated with this independent audit (this document) wil be submitted to the Department by the approval holder and
1. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Auci - Northern Star Resources - Garosue Dam Uploaded to the relevant website following finalisation of the audit report prepared by the Independent Auditor.
e. Keep every audit report published on the website untilthis approval Sight evidence of previous audit reports published on the websit. If this has not been done, confirm process to | 1. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam Operations (TSF Cell 4) |Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025, ’ —_— - ) - ) )
expires. publish and maintain report from this Independent Audit on the website until the end of the approval. (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 November 2025. confirms the audit was conducted and approved. The Independnt Auditor considers this criterion to ba compliant, provided the publcatian af this report occurs within the 15 business Compliant
day timeframe.
2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025.
The Independent Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
30 iﬁm“d“ report must report for the three-year period preceding that audit | ;01 gyigence of audit report and confirm process for undertaking audits for three year periods preceding. Not applicable Not applicable Condition 30 is not applicable as Northern Star has not previously undertaken any independent auits. Compliant
Each audit report must be completed to the satisfaction of the Minister and 1. EPBC Act 1999 Approval Independent Audit - Northern Star Resources - Carosue Dam The audit report associated with this independent audit “"'S document) has been prepared o be consistent with the Department's
) ) Environment Protection and c ct 1999 Audit and Audit Report Guidelines (2019), or any
31 |beconsistentwith the D Protection and Sight evidence of receiot and approval from the Department of the audit report Nt applcable Operations (TSF Cell 4) (EPBC 2021/9026) Environmental Audit Report, dated 6 Noverber 2025, | EAVTonment Foiection an Compliant
Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines S ! PP pa port. confirms the audit was conducted and approved. q -
(2019), or any subsequent official version. 2. Interview conducted 27 October 2025. ’ —_—
The Auditor considers this criterion to be compliant.
EPBC Approval Condition:
Completion of the Action
Method D Sighted [Evidence D Compliance Finding
The approval holder must nofify the Department electronically 60 business
32 |days prior to the expiry date of this approval, that the approval is due to | Review submission records o ensure they include both the completion date and all required completion data. Not applicable Not applicable Atthe time of the audit, the completion of the action had not occurred. This condition is not applicable. Not applicable
expire.
Within 20 business days after the completion of the Action, and, in any
33 [event, before this approval expires, the approval holder must nolfy the Review submission records to ensure they include both the completion date and all required completion data. Not applicable Not applicable At the time of the audit, the completion of the action had not occurred. This condition is not applicable. Not applicable

NOTE:

1. Unless otherwise specified (such as via emails),

to the D

had to be in writing.
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